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Agenda Item 9 (Recognition) 
 
 
 
TO:    Local Agency Formation Commission 
 
PREPARED BY: Brendon Freeman, Executive Officer 
   Dawn Mittleman Longoria, Assistant Executive Officer 
 
MEETING DATE: December 4, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: CALAFCO Annual Conference Report 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
LAFCO’s state organization, CALAFCO, held their Annual Conference on October 18-20 
in Monterey. It provided an excellent opportunity to network and learn from each other. 
Representing Napa LAFCO were five Commissioners, one staff member, and counsel. 
 
Recognition 
 
Chair Mohler and Commissioner Leary were both appointed to two-year terms on the 
CALAFCO Board of Directors representing the Coastal Region. In addition, the 
Commission and members of staff received the following achievement awards: 
• Assistant Executive Officer Dawn Mittleman Longoria – Lifetime Achievement Award 
• Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley – Associate Member Achievement Award 
• Napa LAFCO Commission – Mike Gotch Excellence in Public Service: Protection of 

agricultural and open space lands and prevention of sprawl for actions related to the 
Green Island Vineyard (special recognition to former Commissioners Diane Dillon, 
Brad Wagenknecht, and Ryan Gregory for their contributions to this project) 

 
The press release announcing the two successful Board elections and three achievement 
awards is included as Attachment One. The CALAFCO 2023 annual conference program 
with speaker bios is included as Attachment Two. Notably, Assistant Executive Officer 
Longoria serves as CALAFCO Deputy Executive Officer for the Coastal Region and was 
responsible for facilitating regional roundtable discussions and assist with regional 
elections. In addition, Executive Officer Freeman contributed to two of the conference 
sessions titled “What’s New with New or Extended Services Outside Jurisdictional 
Boundaries?” and “LAFCO Dynamics”.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Press Release 
2) CALAFCO 2023 Annual Conference Program with Speaker Bios 
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LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION OF NAPA COUNTY 
WINS BIG AT CALAFCO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) of Napa County was honored for exceptional 
achievement in multiple areas at the California Association of LAFCO’s (CALAFCO) annual meeting on 
October 19, 2023, winning three notable awards and reigning triumphant in the election of two 
commissioners to the CALAFCO Board of Directors.  

Napa LAFCO’s distinguished day began with two of the commissioners winning their elections for seats on 
the CALAFCO Board of Directors. Napa LAFCO Chair Margie Mohler was reelected to her fourth term as 
a city member and was also elected as Chair of the CALAFCO Board. Napa LAFCO Commissioner Ken 
Leary won his first term on the CALAFCO Board as a public member. Both of their two-year terms 
commence immediately and expire in October 2025.  

Napa LAFCO’s success continued into the evening by winning a prestigious award for agricultural 
preservation and excellence in public service for their actions related to Green Island Vineyard. 

The second recognition was the Associate Member Achievement Award for Colantuono, Highsmith & 
Whatley, PC (CHW), a longstanding Associate Member whose attorneys routinely volunteer for all things 
CALAFCO. Their insight, assistance, and contributions to CALAFCO improve the work, education, and 
problem solving of all 58 LAFCOs throughout California. Napa LAFCO’s legal counsel, Gary Bell with 
CHW, was on hand to accept the award. 

The third award of note is the Lifetime Achievement Award for Dawn Mittleman Longoria, Napa LAFCO’s 
Assistant Executive Officer. Her career spanning over four decades is a testament to an unwavering 
dedication to LAFCO’s mission and willingness to spearhead important work contributing to LAFCO 
operations and the broader CALAFCO community. Dawn’s work as a consultant for fire districts and her 
many other accomplishments validate her expertise in facilitating local government improvements. Dawn’s 
experience, skills, and desire to contribute meaningfully have benefitted all regions throughout California. 

For additional information, please contact Napa LAFCO staff by email at info@napa.lafco.ca.gov or 
telephone at 707-259-8645. 

PRESS RELEASE 

Attachment One
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Dawn Mittleman Longoria The Napa LAFCO Commissioners and Assistant Executive Officer  
Receiving her Lifetime Achievement Award Dawn Mittleman Longoria celebrating their win. 
 

  
Commissioner Mariam Aboudamous       CHW Legal Counsel to Napa LAFCO Gary Bell. 
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Join Us at the
2023 CALAFCO ANNUAL CONFERENCE

CALAFCO, 1451 River Park Drive, Suite 185, Sacramento, CA 95815-4520
Phone: (916) 442-6536  |  Email: info@calafco.org  |  www.calafco.org

TUESDAY – OCTOBER 17 , 2023
2:00 p.m. Monterey Bay Coastal Bike Tour

WEDNESDAY – OCTOBER 18, 2023

7:00 a.m. Registration Opens
7:15 a.m. Mobile Workshop
10:00 a.m. LAFCo 101: Building on the Basics of LAFCo 
1:30 p.m. Conference Opening
2:00 p.m. General Session: What’s New with New Or Extended Services Outside 

Jurisdictional Boundaries?
3:15 p.m. Break
3:30 p.m. General Session: Reimagining LAFCo: Staying Relevant in Changing Times
5:30 p.m. CALAFCO Reception
7:00 p.m. Dinner on Your Own

THURSDAY – OCTOBER 19, 2023

7:00 a.m. Breakfast
8:00 a.m. Regional Caucus Meetings and Elections
9:15 a.m. CALAFCO Annual Business Meeting 
10:30 a.m. Break 
10:45 a.m. Attorney and Regional Roundtables 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 
1:45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS

1) LAFCo Dynamics
2)  Your Community’s Fire Service: Top Notch or Ticking Time Bomb?

3:15 p.m. Break 
3:30 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS

1) When the Crystal Ball Hits the Wall
2) Guiding Adrift Agencies Back on Course

6:00 p.m. Pre-dinner Reception
7:00 p.m. Dinner and Awards

FRIDAY – OCTOBER 20, 2023

7:00 a.m. Breakfast
7:30 a.m. CALAFCO Board of Directors Meeting
9:00 a.m. General Session: Municipal Services in the 21st Century
10:15 a.m. Break 
10:30 a.m. General Session: LAFCOs and Special Districts: A Look at the History, Current 

Challenges, and Future Opportunities Among These Agencies 
12:00 p.m. Conference Adjourns REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN. Visit 

https://bit.ly/23Conference today!

Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel And Spa On Del Monte Golf Course 
1 Old Golf Course Road, Monterey, CA 93940
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