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Agenda Item 7a 

 

 

 

TO:    Local Agency Formation Commission 

 

PREPARED BY: Brendon Freeman, Interim Executive Officer  

 

MEETING DATE: June 29, 2015 

 

SUBJECT: Ratification of an Outside Service Agreement for the Napa 

Sanitation District Involving 3217 Browns Valley Road 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Adopt the resolution (Attachment One) making California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) findings and approving the ratification of the Chair’s earlier approval of an 

outside service agreement for Napa Sanitation District (NSD) involving 3217 Browns 

Valley Road.  Standard approval conditions are included in the resolution. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

LAFCO of Napa County (“Commission”) received a written request on June 2, 2015 

from NSD to approve an outside service agreement to allow the agency to immediately 

extend new public sewer service to one incorporated parcel located at 3217 Browns 

Valley Road in the City of Napa.  The parcel is 0.12 acres in size and includes one single-

family residence.  The parcel lies entirely within NSD’s sphere of influence and is 

identified by the County Assessor as 050-400-004.   

 

The Interim Executive Officer processed the request consistent with the Commission’s 

adopted policies and procedures. This process culminated with Chair Inman conditionally 

approving the outside service agreement on June 3
rd

 upon confirmation the septic system 

serving the affected lot has failed, creating an urgent public health threat.  The Chair’s 

approval was conditioned on the landowner submitting an application with the 

Commission to annex the parcel along with submitting applicable Commission fees.  The 

outside service agreement between NSD and the landowner for sewer service to 3217 

Browns Valley Road expires in one calendar year.  The outside service agreement is 

intended to be succeeded through the referenced annexation of the parcel.   
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DISCUSSION / ANALYSIS 

 

The purpose of the request before the Commission is to formally authorize new public 

sewer service to an existing single-family residential lot in a manner responsive to local 

conditions and statutory requirements.  As mentioned, the septic system serving the 

single-family residence has failed, creating an urgent threat to public health as verified by 

County Environmental Management.  As a temporary measure, the landowner has 

entered into an outside service agreement with NSD to allow immediate connection to the 

agency’s public sewer system given annexation proceedings take a minimum of two 

months to process before Commission consideration and no less than 30 days thereafter 

to complete the required reconsideration period.  Permanent public sewer service is 

intended to be established through a separate annexation process.  If the Commission 

approves the ratification of the outside service agreement, an annexation application must 

be submitted by the landowner within one year of today’s date. 

 

Required Factors for Review  
 

Commission policy requires it to consider three specific factors in reviewing any outside 

service agreement approval requests.   An analysis of these three factors as it relates to 

the outside service agreement between NSD and the landowner of the affected territory is 

included in Chair Inman’s letter of approval, which is attached for Commission review.  

This analysis is incorporated into this staff report for purposes of the Commission 

considering the ratification of the Chair’s approval. 

 

Additionally, when considering outside water and sewer service requests for purposes of 

addressing an impending public health or safety threat, the Commission shall address 

four additional factors as provided in the policy and summarized below. 

 

1) The subject property is zoned for residential type uses by the affected land use 

authority. 
 

3217 Browns Valley Road is zoned by the City of Napa as Residential Single. 
 

2) The subject property comprises a legal lot of record as of January 1, 2001. 
 

3217 Browns Valley Road comprises an entire legal lot created in 1987 and 

identified by the County Assessor as 050-400-004.  
 

3) The subject property is adjacent to a public right-of-way in which the affected 

service line is located. 
 

The affected service line is located in Browns Valley Road, which is immediately 

adjacent to 3217 Browns Valley Road. 
 

4) The proposed service extension can be accommodated by an appropriate 

connection for single-family uses. 
 

3217 Browns Valley Road includes one single-family residence and can’t be 

further developed based on existing acreage and zoning. 
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Environmental Review  
 

NSD serves as the lead agency given it is principally responsible for approving the 

underlying activity: extending sewer service to the affected territory.  NSD has 

determined this activity is a project under CEQA, but qualifies for an exemption from 

further review under Public Resources Code Section 21080(b)(4).  The statute provides 

exemptions for “specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency.”  The 

Commission serves as responsible agency.  Staff believes NSD has made an adequate 

determination that the underlying activity is exempt from further review given it 

mitigates a public health threat.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
 

1) Draft Resolution Ratifying Approval 
2) Aerial Map of 3217 Browns Valley Road 
3) NSD Application Materials 

4) Confirmation of Failed Septic System from County of Napa Environmental Management 
5) Chair Inman’s Letter Approving the Outside Service Agreement 
6) Policy on Outside Service Agreements 




























